
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Non-fiction IV 
 
Unit Designers: English Dept. 
 
Level(s): 12 

 
Time Span: 4 weeks 

 
Content Area: 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit:   
This unit continues to use the knowledge and skills acquired in the previous three non-fiction units; however, 
it expands the focus in the direction of fiction. In this unit, students will read, analyze and write memoirs. 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
 
A. Reading 
A.2. Literary Texts:  Students read text, within a grade appropriate span of text complexity, and present 
analyses of fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry, using excerpts from the text to defend their assertions.   
 
B. Writing 
B.1. Interconnected Elements:  Students use a writing process to develop an appropriate genre, exhibiting 
an explicit organizational structure, perspective, and style to communicate with target audiences for specific 
purposes.  
 
B.2. Narrative:  Students embed narrative writing in a written text when appropriate to the audience and 
purpose. 
 
B.5. Practical Application:  Students write personal communication and pieces related to educational 
development, career issues, and civic participation. 
 
D. Language 
D.2. Mechanics:  Students demonstrate the use of the structures and conventions of Standard American 
English in their communication.  
 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 

Students should know that authors write with purpose 
 
 Skills: 

Able to identify the author’s purpose and to differentiate fact and opinion 
 
Enduring Understandings: 
A memoir, as defined by Gore Vidal, is "how one remembers one's own life, while an autobiography is 
history, requiring research, dates, facts double-checked.” 
Truth can be subjective as defined through the eyes of different people. 
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Understanding other people’s perspectives helps to create empathy for others and to break down prejudices 
and stereotypes. 
Writing a memoir is a way to understand oneself better. 
 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
What is a memoir and how does it differ from autobiography? 
How does perspective shape truth? 
Why should we seek to understand the perspectives of others?  
Why do people write memoirs? 
 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 
 Knowledge: 

Know how a memoir differs from an autobiography 
Know that memoirs offer only a version of the truth 
Know that purpose determines the content 

 
 Skills: 

Identify the purpose of a writer’s memoir 
Identify various literary techniques used by a memoirist 

 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Students will read sample memoirs and discuss the author’s purpose and craft (A2). 
Students will write a short piece of memoir with a specific purpose (B1, B2). 

 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Introduce the genre of memoir (A2) 
Read and analyze examples of memoir (A2) 
Discuss how an author achieves his or her purpose 
Write original memoirs (B1, B2) 
Draft a college application essay (B5) 
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Share memoir with others either orally or through technology. 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Internet 
Word-processing 
Podcasting (Extended learning) 
 
Instructional Resources: 
Exemplars 
Teacher-generated materials 
Selections from memoirs 
 
 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student performance/product. 
Memoir 


